--------------------------------------

WHAT:
Power of the Pen is an excellent experience for students to awaken and strengthen their creative voice as well as prepare them for state mandated testing. There will be more than 500 schools from over 80 counties participating in one or more tournaments. Power of the Pen helps students to gain a confident writing voice via creative expression using the elements of good writing verses expository writing focusing on mechanics. Since creativity cannot be "taught," it is our hope to inspire and nurture creativity which enables students to take pride in their work, improve mechanics, and develop a love for language.
WHEN:
Power of the Pen Teams will meet after school every Monday (and Wednesday starting in January) to practice and to discuss writing prompts, generate ideas, and share written work. *It is important that ALL Power of the Pen members attend the practice sessions since alternates may be moved up to be into a competing slot on the team.
HOW:
The TEAM will consist of six writers and two alternates per grade level (7 th and 8 th only). We will practice weekly to prepare for competition(s). The following are the scheduled tournament dates for this year: 
